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when admission to that effect was only too likely, as he
thought, to turn to his advantage. See p. 247 note,
and p. 267.

It was not his fault, he told the Count de Broglio,
if the Princess Dashkoff assured people in England that
he was a female ; and it is true thai.after, the arrival of
that lady in London, fresh reports were circulated tend-
ing to confirm the suspicions already entertained that the
Chevalier was indeed a woman,

There is preserved in the public library atTonnerre
a note from the old Marquis de THopital to D'Eon, writ-
ten in a spirit of pleasantry, and although undated, is
obviously of the last half of 1759, or of the first half of
1760.

'Noon.

c However great my pleasure would be at seeing you, I have
no wish, ma chere Lia, to have to reproach myself with com-
mitting another folly. Therefore remain shut np until your
eyes are quite well again. ... I shall perhaps call to see you?
some day after to-morrow, so soon as my lame courier will have
left. This will depend upon what the Chancellor is going to do,
and on my fancy. Adieu, ma belle de Beaumont. I embrace
you.                                                                      L'HoPiTAL/

< A Monsieur D'Eon, St. Petersburg.1

Could Lia have been the name adopted by D'Eon
during his disguise in 1755, or are we to believe that
it was playfully applied by the ambassador to the
secretary suffering from ophthalmia, because 'Leah was
tender-eyed ?3

The secret autograph order of Louis XV., dated
October 4,1763 (p. 104), is sufficiently significative, and
can only have reference to the Chevalier's earliest con-
nection with Russia, because from August, 1756, he
was officially recognised as secretary of Embassy, untiltober 17, 1727; and the Duke de Broglie
